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the States must be concentrated and violent, and are of
necessity obnoxious to the worst imputations.
The system of Internal improvements, and of protect-
ing domestic manufactures, the rechartering of the Bank,
the disposition of the public Lands, and of the surplus
Revenue, the extinguishment of Indian Titles, the power
of the Supreme Court to annul a State Law, and to enter-
tain appeals from decisions of State Courts, the right of
a State to nullify an unconstitutional act of Congress, or
to secede from the Union, and in short the safeguard of
a minority of the States against a majority of the States,
or of Congress, are respectively subjects of vast moment
now afloat on the public mind, perhaps fully for the first
time, but those who advocate the reserved rights of the
States have to make way against indifference on the one
hand, and a series of usurpations on the other, that have
become sanctified into precedents almost. Our Legisla-
ture meets to-day. South Carolina is the last stronghold
of State Rights. A rally will be made at Columbia once
more, and for the last time. Intimidation from abroad,
and pusillanimity at home have paralyzed our energies.
A vote sufficient for the call of a Convention, two thirds,
will not be polled in the House, altho' the Senate are
almost unanimous. Many are waiting until the River
glides by. The vital interests of the South are at stake,
and I fear lost forever,—they are certainly contrary to
those of the North and East, and when legislated upon
by an interested and irresponsible majority, the result is
of course. Our scheme of a federated Republic has failed.
How go on things in France1? Do oblige me by a Letter
or two. By my absence I have lost the opportunity of
taking a part for the present in public affairs, and shall
remain for a while "a Looker on in Venice." Apropos,

